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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Congratulations, Class of 2024!

	 To the Class of 2024, there is no need to say, “Welcome 

to reality’s doorstep.” As students who lived through a global 

pandemic that impacted every facet of your lives, you know 

better than many of us how “real” life can be. 

	 With that in mind, Commencement this year feels  

more weighted — a significant milestone symbolizing  

not only academic achievement but also personal growth  

and perseverance. It is a testament to the dedication and  

resilience of our graduates. The journey to this point may 

have been challenging, but it has also been enriching  

and transformative. 

	 As you step into the next phase of your lives, you carry  

with yourselves the tools to thrive and make a positive 

impact in your chosen fields. It is especially heartening to see the support and 

pride from the faculty, staff, and University leadership. Be assured that, as an 

alum, you will never be alone. You have the full and unwavering support of 

Western New England behind you always.

	 Today is also a momentous occasion — not just for you, our graduates,  

but for your families, mentors, and the entire community who have supported 

you along the way. Their contributions, whether through providing encouragement,  

financial assistance, or simply being there to lend an ear, have been instrumental  

in your journey. It is an honor to acknowledge their role in shaping your  

success and fostering an environment conducive to learning and growth.  

Most importantly, it is a reminder of the interconnectedness of our lives and  

the importance of gratitude and appreciation for those who stand by us in  

our achievements.

	 This Commencement marks not an end but a new beginning filled with 

opportunity and possibility. 

	 Congratulations to all our Golden Bears on this remarkable accomplishment!

	 With gratitude,

	 Robert E. Johnson, PhD

	 President 
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WESTERN NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY
A Brief History

	 The Springfield Division of Northeastern 

College, known as Springfield-Northeastern, 

was established in 1919. Evening classes, held 

in the YMCA building on Chestnut Street in 

Springfield for students studying part-time, 

were offered in law, business, and accounting. 

The first 13 graduates were recognized in 1922 

with the degree of Bachelor of Commercial 

Science. In 1923, the first seven law graduates 

were recognized. 

	 In 1951, the Springfield Division of  

Northeastern University became Western  

New England College. The College was  

chartered on July 17, 1951.

	 On April 26, 1956, 34 acres for the current 

Wilbraham Road campus were purchased.

The first building, originally known as East 

Building, and later renamed Emerson Hall in 

recognition of the College’s first trustee chair,  

Robert R. Emerson, opened in 1959. 

	 Western New England received institutional  

accreditation in 1965 and has been continuously  

accredited since then.

	 The University flourished on its new 

campus with expanding academic programs,  

a growing student body, and the addition of 

new academic buildings, residence halls,  

and athletic facilities. The launch of the first  

of now several doctoral programs in 2008 

opened the pathway for Western New  

England College to become a university  

in 2011. Today, with Colleges of Arts and  

Sciences, Business, Engineering, Pharmacy  

and Health Sciences, and our School of Law, 

we stand united as one university.

	 The transition to a university marked a 

period of extensive investment of more than

$100 million in campus facilities, beginning 

with the opening of the Center for the Sciences 

and Pharmacy and including renovation and 

expansion of academic buildings, the sport 

complex, a new residence hall, and the  

University Commons, which opened in 2018.  

In 2019, Western New England University 

celebrated its centennial. Now, WNE is  

entering its second century with a vision to 

create a “New Traditional University.”

	 The University is proud to enroll 3,351 

undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral  

students and celebrates the achievements  

of its more than 45,000 alumni whose  

ranks our graduates join today.
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TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNER 2024

Alison Castellano 
	 Professional Educator of Psychology Alison Castellano  
embodies the spirit of lifelong learning and community  
engagement. With her diverse background in education,  
ranging from elementary education to higher education  
administration, she brings a wealth of experience to her role  
as professional educator at Western New England University.
	 Professor Castellano’s journey from receiving her Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology and Elementary Education to pursuing a 
MEd in Psychology with a concentration in Student Affairs  
Administration reflects her commitment to finding the right 
path in education. Her tenure in supervisory roles within  
Residence Life provided her with valuable leadership skills  
before transitioning back to the classroom, where she is  
renowned for teaching with passion and fostering excellence. 

	 In recognition of her outstanding contributions to the teaching profession, Professor  
Castellano will be honored with the 2024 Teaching Excellence Award. This prestigious 
award honors faculty members who have demonstrated an exceptional dedication to 
teaching and who have made a significant impact on the lives of their students.
	 Beyond her teaching responsibilities, Professor Castellano is deeply involved in 
campus life and student support initiatives. Her roles as advisor for the Psychology 
Club, student staff supervisor, and member of the Title IX Committee demonstrate  
her dedication to fostering a supportive and inclusive campus community. Moreover, 
her active participation in WNE Alumni Association committees, including her role  
as president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, highlights her commitment 
to nurturing connections and giving back to her alma mater.
	 Professor Castellano’s pursuit of higher education continues. She is anticipated  
to complete her EdD in Higher Education Leadership and Organizational Studies at 
Bay Path University in summer 2024, where she explores academic advising through 
her dissertation work. Her dedication to scholarly research and professional development  
allows Professor Castellano to stay abreast of current trends, best practices, and emerging  
theories in education, which enriches the learning experience for her students.
	 Professor Castellano’s accolades, including the Certificate of Appreciation Award 
from the Classes of 2017, 2019, and 2021, and the WNE Alumni Association Raymond  
Meyers Award, serve as testament to her exemplary contributions and leadership in 
both academic and extracurricular spheres. Outside academia, her involvement as a 
youth soccer coach and her engagement in various community endeavors showcase 
her commitment to making a positive impact beyond the University campus.
	 Professor Alison Castellano exemplifies the ideals of an educator, leader, and  
community advocate, enriching the lives of students and colleagues alike through  
her passion for education and service.



UNDERGRADUATE

Western New England University

Sunday, May 19, 2024 
10:00 a.m.

MassMutual Center

College of Arts and Sciences, College of Business,  
College of Engineering, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences



ORDER OF PROGRAM
Sunday, May 19, 2024—10:00 a.m.

*The audience is requested to stand as able.6

PRELUDE	 Music by
		  Commencement Tribute Band

PROCESSIONAL*
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM*	 Vanessa Ford

WELCOME                                                         		
		          Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS	 Kenneth M. Rickson ’75
		  Chair, Board of Trustees

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS	 Robert E. Johnson
		  President of the University

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER	 Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

STUDENT ADDRESS	     Nina Sullivan
		  Candidate for Bachelor’s Degree

TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD	 Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

		  Robert E. Johnson
		  President of the University

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE	 Robert E. Johnson
Latoyia Edwards	           President of the University

		  Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

COMMENCEMENT REMARKS                                     	 Latoyia Edwards 
		  Emmy Award-Winning Anchor
		  NBC10 Boston 



7*The audience is requested to stand as able.

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS	 Kenneth M. Rickson ’75
		  Chair, Board of Trustees

		  Robert E. Johnson
		  President of the University

		  Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

	 Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree in	 Awarded by Sharianne Walker 
	 Business	 Dean, College of Business

		  Presented by Paul Costanzo
		  Professor of Sport Management and Marketing

		  Presented by Daniel Covell
		  Professor of Sport Management

	 Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree in	 Awarded by S. Hossein Cheraghi 
	 Engineering	 Dean, College of Engineering

		  Presented by Michael Rust
		  Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering

		  Presented by Glen Vallee
		  Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering

	 Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree in	 Awarded by Marcus Davis 
	 Arts and Sciences	 Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

		  Presented by Douglas Battema
		  Professor of Communication

		  Presented by Brenda Garton-Sjoberg
		  Professional Educator of Communication

	 Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree in	 Awarded by John Pezzuto 
	 College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences	 Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

		  Presented by Melissa Mattison
		  Clinical Associate Professor of Community Care

		  Presented by Kimberly Pesaturo
		  Clinical Associate Professor of Internal Medicine

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
	 Candidate for Second Lieutenant	 Presented by Sharianne Walker
	 United States Air Force	 Dean, College of Business

COMMISSIONING OF OFFICER	 Commissioned by
	 Candidate for Second Lieutenant            	 Lieutenant Colonel Brian Alexander  
	 United States Army	 Professor of Military Science

ALUMNI AWARD AND INDUCTION OF GRADUATES	 Brandon O’Brien ’15BSBA/’16MSA
INTO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION	 President, Alumni Association

SINGING OF ALMA MATER*	 Vanessa Ford

RECESSIONAL*
	 Triumphant Marches, Grieg & Gabrieli
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		  GRAND MARSHAL	 John Willemain

			   Professional Educator of Mathematics

			   College of Arts and Sciences

		  MARSHALS  
		  AND ASSISTANTS	 Elizabeth Elam
			   Professor of Marketing
			   College of Business

			   Derek Fecke
			   Senior Associate Registrar  
			   Department of Enrollment Services

			   Akbar Jaefari
			   Associate Professor of Physics  
			   College of Arts and Sciences

			   Phil Kiefer
			   Assistant Professor of Chemistry  
			   College of Arts and Sciences

			   Mary Schoonmaker
			   Associate Professor of Marketing and Entrepreneurship  
			   College of Business

			   Isaac Stayton
			   Associate Professor of Chemistry 
			   College of Arts and Sciences
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Latoyia Edwards  
	 Latoyia Edwards, an Emmy Award-winning anchor  
for NBC10 Boston and NECN, is the Undergraduate  
Commencement Ceremony speaker. Edwards, who was  
also listed among Boston Magazine’s Most Influential  
Bostonians and named New Englander of the Year in 2023  
by the New England Council, as well as recently honored 
with induction into the Dorchester Hall of Fame, will  
address the graduating class at 10:00 a.m., sharing insights 
from her illustrious career in journalism and media.  
Her journey from a Dorchester neighborhood native to a  
prominent morning news anchor exemplifies commitment, 
excellence, and the power of community engagement.
	 Having graduated with magna cum laude honors  
from Emerson College, Edwards’s career spans various 

roles — from health reporter to news anchor — highlighting her versatility and  
dedication to reporting. Her work not only informs but also molds public discourse, 
making her an exemplary figure for aspiring journalists and all graduates. 

HONORARY DEGREE 
Doctor of Humane Letters (LHD)



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Tabarek Al-Kowami †††

Sean Peter Alvord††

Griffin Robert Anthony

Taylor AuCoin††

Lauren Elizabeth Avery††

Allisha Angelina Bakker

Jake Matthew Balemian

Finnian M. Bambery

Carly-Anna Regina Barba

Garrett A. Barnachez†††

Payton Jo Barry

Delaney Grace Baughman†

Brian Stephen Bertucio

Matthew Stewart Biscoe

Abigail Dawn Blasko†††

Samantha Rose Blau ††

Alessandro L. Boutin

Zoe Grace Bozzay††

Luciano Gabriel Breneville

Amelia Morgan Brown

Nicholas J. Buonagurio

Kyle Burnham

Emmy Susanne Burns†

Fiona M. Campbell†

Emily Jeanette Catanzaro††

Tyler J. Chamberlain

Jake M. Chiasson

Aaron C. Cole††

Cameron Matthew Cole

Tanner J. Coleman†

David Collazo

John Paul Collins†

Damian R. Comeau†

Joshua A. Conniff ††

Sydney Rose Conte

Joseph R. Contino

Maria Rosetta Contois

Maria H. Cosme-Plein

Abigail Rose Cote†

Brendan V. Couzens

Tori Dilynn Crevier

Connor James Crump†

Leah Taylor Cunha†††

Sophia C. D’Angelo†

Callaghan E. Daskam

Jacob R. Dauphinee†

Johanna De La Rosa

Colton T.J. DeGroat

Rocco J. Desimone III

Adam Jacob Dingman

Kiarra Rose Dorman

Mackenzie T. Douglas †††

Samuel H. Dow†

Ethan Jeffrey Dudley

Ambar Duran

Olivia Marie Eastman

John Alfred Falco †††

Benjamin Faletra

Julia Donna Fernandes

Julia Ferrentino †††

Caeliana Fitzpatrick

Caden Joseph Flynn

Michael Francis Foster

Dalton Anthony D’Amato Franco

Ethan R. Franklin

Julia Lauren Frappier†††

Colleen Shannon Furlong†

Olivia Dorothy Gajor††

Thomas Russell Gasbarro††

Cameron M. Gaylor

Brian Geitner†

Miranda Kayla Gendron†

Ryley Carmyn Gianni††

Daniel Thomas Gisonno

Naomi Elizabeth Golasinski†††

Aidan Christopher Gowaski

Robin Jeanne Goyette

Faith Lauren Graveline††

Gavin Byrce Greene

Jake Michael Grilli

Owen David Harding†††

Michael Joseph Heavey IV†

Colby William Hick

Nathanael M. Hicking

Yuto Hiraki††

Rhylan John Hopkins†

Christopher David Johnson

Peter Matthew Jordan †

Emma Nicole Karamian††

Alexandra Izabela Karpinski†

Dylan Ryan Kaselouskas†

Aidan Scott Kaufmann ††

Taylor Marie Keegan†

Anthony J. Kelliher

Maria Anne Khan†

Cameron Michael King†

Dillon Matthew Kohl†††

Alexander Donald Krawiec††

Jared James Kuryan†

Candidates whose names appear in this program may not 
have completed all degree requirements for graduation.
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Benjamin Nicholas Lind

Logan Michael Los†††

Tram My Lu †††

Daniel Joseph Lupo†

Brandon Ly

Emily Rose Lyons†

Aiden Michael Mapel

Stephanie Marie Marcil†

Zachary Domonic Marino

Ryan Mitchell Mattson††

Ryan Sean McCann

Robert Francis McKeon

Anthony Arcangelo Meccia †††

Harrison John Mendrala

Tyler Millerick ††

Carolyn Marie Mills††

Isabella Johns Montalvo†

Jonathan Robert Morris

Alexandria Rae Morris†††

Eryn Mackenzie Mower†

Quinn Mulcahy†

Jo-Anne Edith Muldoon†

Alyssa Sullivan Murphy††

Robert James Murphy†

Jake Ryan Murphy

Brandon Jeffery Myers†

Grace Avis Neffinger

Matthew Joseph Nogueira†

Richardson Aideyanohai Oise

John Francis Oliver†††

Travis Jacob Orszulak

Griffin A. Ostrom

Areti Panatsas

Eric Kyle Plantier†††

Daniel J. Poore

Arthur Popov

Cayden M. Porter

Allie Germaine Provost †††

Matthew Quinn

Anthony Joseph Quiterio

Lukas Radina†

Cole David Redstone

Aidan M. Rego

Colby Michael Reilly†

Johnathan O. Relaford

Michael B. Resnick

Timothy John Restall III†

Annina Grace Rettura

Paul V. Riccio III

Michael D. Riley†

Ethan Thomas Robidoux †

Jackson William Rome

Kayli Pamela Rosenkrans

Brian Alexander Rostowski††

Jack Andrew Rothbart†

Tyler Marshall Roya

Anthony J. Russo

Zachery P. Scott

Ryan Sears

Ababacar Seck

Simon Luis Serra

Aditya Vipul Shah †††

Joseph R. Shea†

Kohtaro Shimada†

Jason Thomas Shumilla †††

Eleftheria Siolas††

Connor Decker Smith

Alyssa M. Smith††

Carlie Victoria Smith†††

Joseph Roy Snopek III ††

Owen William Stanton

David Joseph Stefaniak

Ryan A. Suprin

Christopher Edmund Tamulionis††

Taylor N. Tenerowicz†††

Lesly J. Theodore

Jeremy Todd Trottier†††

Madison Elizabeth Tucker†

Abbagail Joy Vanvalkenburgh†

Ryan Anthony Wawro†

Devin Conor Welch

Arica Wentworth†

Elizabeth Frances Weston†

Nicholas Whalen ††

Shannon Marie Whinery†

Peter Robert Philip White†

James P. Woodward

James Lewis Wrynn

Wenjing Yang

Brianna N. Yashenko

Shazal Zaheer††

Ashlyn Nicole Zajac

Bryan-Jason Zambou

Kyle Flynn Zemba†††

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
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	 	 Degree awarded with Honors
	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude

	 	 Member, Honors Program



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING

Omar A. Abdulghani

Sydney Olivia Adams-Jones

Ethan Michael Ahearn

Sylvia Akrasi

Jonathan Curtis Ambler

Ian Edward Beauregard

Kathryn Marie Bentz†

Connor Joao Benvenuti†††

Philip Joseph Brehart††

Jason Mitchell Breton††

Alexander Camacho††

Sarah A. Cannamela

Simone S. Cardoso Dos Santos†

Kendra Mikala Castagna

Jason C. Chartier

Riwa Chehimi

Tyreece Jordell Cherival†

Kenneth Robert Chesbro

Benjamin Christopher Colledge

Brian R. Cooper†††

Jared Austin Crawford†††

Caitlyn Phyllis Crochiere†††

Vy Ngoc Tuong Do†††

Matthew Sean Dougherty†††

Roberto Duran Brea

Shelby Grace Edwards†††

Connor Michael Fallon†

Maximilian Joseph Faretra

Davis Lauren Farrow†††

Owen David Feindel ††

Sarah Helana Fischer†

Matthew Charles Flagg††

Timothy Frederick Fortune

Jasmine L. Franklin

Riley Ann Franzo ††

Adam James Garstka

Elyse Faith Gathy†

Zao Von Gill

Helen Darby Gillespy†††

Eric Goicochea

Mitchell John Gray

Evan Hunter Grocki

Tyler J. Hamel†

Naomi Mae Harry

Tristan J. Hebert†††

Enders F. Houck

Andrew Randall Huta†

Cuong Q. Huynh†

Zachary Samuel Johnson††

Michael Aaron Knapp

Emily Kowal†††

Kenneth K. Kwong

Julia Yvonne Lescarbeau†††

Sebastian Edward Manning†

Grant John Maziarz†††

David Thomas Witold Melanson††

Thomas Viktoras Melninkaitis

Brendon Scott Mersincavage

Liam J. Miller†

Keara Noelle Mooney†††

Griffin Daniel Morris††

Alexander Anthony Page  
	 Mueninghoff

Riley James Mulvey††

Jonathan Blaine Murray††

Charles Joseph Myette†††

Austin Cooper Nemec

Jeffrey A. Nolan†††

Ericka Mariaenith Nunez Rios

Aidan Thomas O’Connor

Nicolas Patrick O’Connor††

Devon J. Overgaard††

Ian Scott Pahl†

Alexa Eileen Paoli†

Logan E. Paranto

Caleigh Marie Parmentier

Maxfield Wyatt Phaneuf††

William Corey Pierce††

Daniel R. Podzunas†††

Charles Benjamin Przechocki

Noah M. Reilly†††

Trevor Eui Chan Relyea†††

William Carver Reynolds

Kyle William Richards

Ryan P. Rivest

Ethan Christopher Roy††

Joseph Vincent Russo Jr.†††

Brianna Marie Scafidi

Anne Elizabeth Seibel

Hailey Nicole Sell†††

Sadie Bay Smith††

Ryan Anderson Snow

Matthew Philip Steneri

Jacqueline Christine Stickter††

Michael Richard Strauss†

Molly-Jane Yi Bao Sullivan †††

Dante Michael Talamini†††

Robert Thomas Taylor II†

Cody R. Thibodeau†††

Morgan Mae Lyn Tilley†

Pavel Usatyy††

Mica L. Van Iderstine†

Corbin Charles Veitch

Cody Richard Waterbury

Nicholas Alexander Wilken

Jarod Craig Witzke†

Morgan Faith Wojcik††

Jake A. Wyllie

Kelly Clair Yorkey

Kyle Hunter Young††

Molly R. Zaffino

Robert Joseph Zawacki
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	 	 Degree awarded with Honors
	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude

	 	 Member, Honors Program

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Emily Lynch Abrahamson

Mutaz Almubarak

Conner Joseph Anthony

Syanne Alera Barklow

Lillian Izzabella Barry

Samantha Susan Beaudry†

Jason Ray Beaulieu

Ivy M. Begley†

Ajianni Amil Blackman††

Hunter Briggs

Maxwell J. Brouillard

Nathan Edward Brown

Erin Maureen Brush †††

Maria Rose Butrimas †††

Jonathan Andrew Clough†

Owen Michael Cotton

Jillian C. Croteau†

Juliana Maria D’Agostino††

Chandler Chanel Davis

Jeffrey Bruce Devlin

Sydney August Dietrich†††

Hailey Olivette Dion

Ella Beth Dupont†††

Benjamin Edward Eberhart

Colton R. Falletti†

Jenna Leigh Fette

Sarah Lynn Field

Kelsey Rose Gallant†††

Emilia Belle Garcia †††

Nicole Patricia Gianni†††

Zebo A. Guseynova

Rebekah Anne Harry

Alex Michael Henry

Giselle Hernandez

Megan Grace Hollister†

Dylan Michael Johnston††

Carina Ann Joslin†††

Jaida N. Kynard††

Elizabeth A. Lahoud†††

Peter Philip Landry

Brandi Alexandra Lee

Madelyn Grace Letendre

Jessica Lyhnn Lindsey††

Alyssa Marie Lombardo†††

Janae Baby Loor

James Michael Lopresti†

Amanda S. Madison †††

Grant Edward Manley †††

Madelaine Marie Martin

Gianna McCahey†††

Saige Izabella McCarten††

Kyle Michael McCaughey

Erin Rachel McGlynn†††

Emma Maggie McGuane††

Molly Katherine McLaughlin

Keeley M. McTaggart

Dorinessy O. Meledje

Sean Michael Messina

Audrianna Elizabeth Mitchell

Eva M. Myers††

Cassidy Marie Mylonakis†††

Janis Alyssa Negron Resto†

Sean Leonard O’Neil

Continued on page 14

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
 College of Engineering

Andrew Paul Dumais

Nicholas Frederick Faraci†

Alayna Marie Karam††

Andrew Richard Lambert ††

Scott Christopher Langmeyer

James Michael Leofanti

Elizabeth Ann Long

Adam Joseph Marquis

Jack T. Nichols†††

Christian Lawrence Robarge

Connor Edward Wodecki

Victoria Zyskowski
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BACHELOR OF ARTS

Yangchen Palmu

Eva Marie Predom †††

Jack Vincent Purnhagen†

Kelsey Jordan Radzion†

Loredana Mia Randazzo †††

Alina Michelle Riddle

Elizabeth Virginia Rivera

Samuel T. Schreiber

Henry Norris Schwoerer

Tyler Joseph Semenza

Kieran A. Senk

Kasey L. Serrani

Bailey Morghan Sevigny

Raegan Emelia Simeone

Louis Timothy Stabile

David Anthony Vignapiano†

Autumn Marie Walton

Kaitlyn Grace Rosario Webber

Jasmine Martha Yard

Theodore A. Zwinski

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Abigail M. Apkarian††

Anabella Nicola Arias†

Morgan Renee Arute†††

Kirsten Shirley Ash†

Siveny Augustin Jr.

Julien Hunter Bailey-Cottle

Jehu D. Barbee

Morgan L. Beben

Kaleigh M. Blades

Joshua Irving Bliss†

Hayley Rae Boisjolie

Owen William Boyns†††

Connor John Bucci

Katharine Cynthia Buchanan†

Minhanh Bui†††

Joseph Daniel Bussinelli

Meghan Elizabeth Caplette

Amanda Marie Chaves†

Kaitlyn Anna Chaves††

Thomas Cheng†

Nicholas Robert Ciaglia

Ashley Elizabeth Collins††

Katarina Maria DaSilva†††

Austyn M. Denette†

Kendra Marie Dollard†††

Evan Jeffrey Donovan†

Logan Andrew Robert Durr

Baylee Jean Edwards

Reed Everis†††

Nora Demery Farmer

Rafaela Morais Fernandes

Allyson Elizabeth Ferraro†

Katelyn Marie Fette†

Emily May Figiela

Marek J Filip††

Samuel Edward Finnie

Adeline M. Ford†††

Abigail May Free†

Aidan Joseph Gilhooly

Olivia Louise Hall†

Andrew J. Havens

Kyle Allen Heidorn††

Continued
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	 	 Degree awarded with Honors
	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude

	 	 Member, Honors Program

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Karriem R. Hoe

Miranda Lynn Holhut†

Zachary Davis Hutchinson

Thanh T. Huynh

Peter Joseph Izzo

Rieley Shae Jessie-Gerelli†

Leyshmarie Jimenez Ramos†††

Kyle Walter Knight†††

Kali Lynn Kowal†

Joseph Matthew Kowalski††

Jaden Alexander Kuzia

Ambre Jeanne Blandine  
	 Lambrechts

Payton Rachael Lemke†††

Amy Ly††

Haleema Majid

Colleen Patricia Malley†

Jake Tyler Marquardt

Daniela Martinez†

Caitlin Nicole Marvin

Madison Nicole Mason†††

Rebecca P. Mayer†

Fabiana Capitu Mesia

Nicholas Joseph Messer††

Nicholas Ensign Miller†

Alexander Stephen Mishol†††

Megan Marion †††

Safia Aliya Muftic†

Connor James Narey

Morgan Elizabeth Noel

Hannah Elizabeth Noone-Gauthier

Aidan James Palmer†

Jordan Emily Pare†

Natalie C. Parker †††

Rebecca Nicole Patterson

Neysa Peart

Marcos De Jesus Pena Veras

Benjamin Nguyen Phan††

Brendan Poole †

Bailey Marie Prendergast†

Geta Preniqi

Isabella Maria Procida†††

Kianeesa Allana Reyes†††

Kaylena M. Reyes††

Annalyn Yi Ricci-Cohen†††

Victoria Edelina Rodriguez††

Julia Estelle Roman†††

Francis John Rook IV

Abraham Mark-Kelly Saillant

Robert Henry Samson III†††

Hanan M. Sarrar

Gavin J. Scannapieco††

David Schecter

Morgan Olivia Schmidt

Malik Abed Serisser

Michael Garabed Shooshan†

Evan Matthew Smith†††

Nina Genatossio Sullivan

Christopher Daniel Sullivan†††

Destiny Swierkosz†

Paul V. Thieu

Madison Elizabeth Tonkin†

James Robert Typrowicz Jr. †††

Rarity Alonzo Van Lone†††

Jacob Alan Vautrain†††

Nathan L. Velazquez†

Hamza Abdella Wahhas†

Kaitlyn Grace Rosario Webber

Matthew David Weiss†††

Alex A. Wyner†††

Vanessa Michelle Xiques †

Julia Catherine Zajaceskowski

Zachary K. Zembrzuski†
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Anthony Paul Aureliano†††

Jordan Tyler Baker†††

Kendyl R. Boisvert

Brooke Victoria Castleman††

Madison Elizabeth Clark

Devin Tin Dinh

Korissa Jean Dugay†††

Kaitlyn Sarah Duggan†

Hailey Elaine Emmons†

Maya Dias Estrela

Alisha Maroun Ghoussein†††

Adam Bergstedt Gronendyke

Abigail Prim Hay†††

Nicholas John Jasiel

John G. Manale

Giulia Concetta Manzi

Noah Matthew Mayberry†

Kimberly Lan Ngo††

Grzegorz Niewinski

Tomasz Niewinski

Jenise Lynette Peart

Kaycia Kianna Phipps McKenzie

Bethany E. Rhoades†

Antonio Giovanni Russo†††

Reilly Jerome Stewart

Adela C. Storey†††

Tamari Streeter

Kenny Tran†††

Megan A. Unsderfer

Sedona Hadleigh Wikar††

	 	 Degree awarded with Honors
	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude

	 	 Member, Honors Program



GRADUATE

Western New England University

Sunday, May 19, 2024 
3:00 p.m.

MassMutual Center

Doctoral (PhD), Law (LLM, JD, Master’s),
Pharmacy (PharmD), Occupational Therapy (OTD), Master’s



ORDER OF PROGRAM
Sunday, May 19, 2024—3:00 p.m.

PRELUDE	 Music by
		  Commencement Tribute Band

PROCESSIONAL*
	 Pomp and Circumstance, Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM*	 Vanessa Ford

WELCOME 	 Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR’S REMARKS	 Kenneth M. Rickson ’75
		  Chair, Board of Trustees

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS	 Robert E. Johnson
		  President of the University

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE	 Robert E. Johnson
Commissioner Ashley Randle L’14	 President of the University

		  Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

COMMENCEMENT REMARKS         	 Ashley E. Randle L’14 
		  Commissioner
		  Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS	 Kenneth M. Rickson ’75
		  Chair, Board of Trustees

		  Robert E. Johnson
		  President of the University

		  Maria Toyoda
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

	 Candidates for the Doctor of Philosophy in	 Awarded by Marcus Davis Behavioral Analysis 
	 Arts and Sciences	 Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

		  Presented by Brenda Garton-Sjoberg
		  Professional Educator of Communication

	 Candidates for the Doctor of Philosophy in	 Awarded by S. Hossein Cheraghi 	
	 Engineering	 Dean, College of Engineering

		  Presented by Glenn Vallee
		  Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering

	 Candidates for the Master of Laws	 Awarded by Zelda Harris
		  Dean, School of Law

		  Presented by Erin Buzuvis
		  Professor of Law

		  Presented by Beth Cohen
		  Professor of Law

	 Candidates for the Juris Doctor	 Awarded by Zelda Harris
		  Dean, School of Law

		  Presented by Erin Buzuvis
		  Professor of Law

		  Presented by Beth Cohen
		  Professor of Law

*The audience is requested to stand as able.18



19*The audience is requested to stand as able.

	 Candidates for the Doctor of Pharmacy	 Awarded by John Pezzuto
		  Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

		  Presented by Brittany Adams
		  Associate Professor of Occupational Therapy

		  Presented by Beth Welch
		  Senior Associate Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

	 Candidates for the Doctor of	 Awarded by John Pezzuto
	 Occupational Therapy	 Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

		  Presented by Brittany Adams
		  Associate Professor of Occupational Therapy

		  Presented by Beth Welch
		  Senior Associate Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

	 Candidates for Master’s, Law	 Awarded by Zelda Harris
		  Dean, School of Law

		  Presented by Beth Cohen
		  Professor of Law

	 Candidates for Master’s, Business	 Awarded by Sharianne Walker
		  Dean, College of Business

		  Presented by Paul Costanzo
		  Professor of Sport Management and Marketing

		  Presented by Daniel Covell
		  Professor of Sport Management

	 Candidates for Master’s, Engineering	 Awarded by S. Hossein Cheraghi
		  Dean, College of Engineering

		  Presented by Michael Rust
		  Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering

		  Presented by Glenn Vallee
		  Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering 

	 Candidates for Master’s, Arts and Sciences	 Awarded by Marcus Davis
		  Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

	                	 Presented by Jonathan Beagle
		  Professor of History

		  Presented by Brenda Garton-Sjoberg
		  Professional Educator of Communication

	 Candidates for Master’s, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences	 Awarded by John Pezzuto
		  Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

		  Presented by Brittany Adams
		  Associate Professor of Occupational Therapy

		  Presented by Beth Welch
		  Senior Associate Dean College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

ALUMNI AWARD AND INDUCTION OF GRADUATES	           Navid Ansari L’05
INTO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION	 President, Law Alumni Association

SINGING OF ALMA MATER*	 Vanessa Ford

RECESSIONAL*
	 Triumphant Marches, Grieg & Gabrieli
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		  GRAND MARSHAL	 Patricia Newcombe
			   Professor Emerita of Law  
			   School of Law

		  MARSHALS  
		  AND ASSISTANTS	 Amy Burton
			   Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy  
			   College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

			   Justin Dion 
			   Professor of Law 
			   School of Law

			   Courtney Doyle-Campbell
			   Clinical Professor of Ambulatory Care
			   College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

			   Philip Kiefer
			   Assistant Professor of Chemistry  
			   College of Arts and Sciences

			   Jennifer Levi  
			   Professor of Law  
			   School of Law

			   Michael Salemi
			   Director of Fieldwork/Experiential Education  
			   College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

			   Julie Steiner  
			   Professor of Law  
			   School of Law
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Ashley Randle  
	 Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR) Commissioner Ashley E. Randle, a trailblazer  
in agricultural policy and the first woman to lead the  
Department as its twenty-first commissioner, will address 
graduate students at 3:00 p.m. 
	 Randle’s journey from fifth-generation dairy farmer  
from South Deerfield to key figure in Massachusetts state  
government embodies the spirit of perseverance, innovation, 
and leadership. Upon graduating from Western New England  
University School of Law in 2014, she embarked on a career  
in government, beginning with the Maine Department of  
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, where she spearheaded  
the research and development of a sustainable recognition 
program for the Maine farming community. Before joining 

the MDAR team, Randle served as member services director for the Northeast Dairy 
Producers Association (NEDPA), engaging in public policy work for the dairy  
industry and fostering relationships among industry members.
	 A licensed Massachusetts attorney and a proud alumna of the WNE University 
School of Law, Randle’s extensive experience in agricultural policy, environmental  
protection, and sustainable farming practices positions her as a model of civic  
engagement and professional excellence for our graduates. 

HONORARY DEGREE 
Doctor of Humane Letters (LHD)
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

Stephanie A. Bonfonte

Kelsey Flynn Burren

Michael Anthony Fantetti

Kara A. Lacroix

Alicia Zhi Hoon Lim

Zoë Alexander Drew Newman

Emily K. Sullivan

MASTER OF LAWS IN ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING

Pooja Arora

Michelle Lavoie Beyer

Casey Jane Evans

Lauren Geraghty

Diana R. Giafone-Yoraschek

Ramona Rae Heupel

Thomas F. Huenefeld

Andrew Jenkins

Eric Matthew Kallio

Lisa M. Korentis

Steven Kramer

Paulette A. Lundy

Nathlie S. Ray

Nicola Rochester Robinson

Aaron Lee Shaw

Marcio F. Soares

David George Tahan

Jill M. Taintor

Michael Lee Tease

Debra Mollie Levitt Vogel

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT

Ahmed A. AL Arashi

Riccardo C. Clemente

Fatima Ahmad Mourad Janose Daniel Osedeme
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JURIS DOCTOR

Kelsey Anisko†

Matthew J. Armenti

Mariam A. Aydah†

Kelly A. Barrett

Farangiz F. Bayonova

Katherine Ruth Bertrand

Alexa N. Brown

Sara J. Cafaro

Gabriella M. Caminito

Kimani R. Campbell

Laura C. Clampitt

Matthew T. Clarke

Natasha Lee Claudio

Elisabeth J. Cretella

Brianna Stasia Culver

Jacinda M. da Cruz

Abigail Dallmann††

Andrea M. Davis†

Tamara M. Delgado Ramos

Emerson L. Devlin

Jonathan F. Di Perna

Carleigh Doyle

Joy Marie Drisdelle††

Johnny Duong

Marissa Fabbo

Zoe Elisabeth Federman

David M. Flint

Thomas Joseph Ford III

Katie Lee Gallagher

Trevor K. Getek

Madeline A. Gloade

Lily Eun Gnazzo

Chanice A. Gooden

Jarod P. Goodnight

Emily A. Gorney†

Kyle S. Gray

Nolan Thompson Greene††

Daniel Gusovsky†

Michaela M Hanley††

Allison Marie Hanna

John A. Harrington

Andrea M. Healy

Jacob Joseph Helwig

Amanda J. Henry

Elizabeth J. Hillmon

Damien S. Hooper

Monique Nguyen Hoppe

Gisselle Pepin Howe

Alexander S. Izzo

Reagan A. Joseph

Tasneem Tarek Khedr

Amy Kindlon

Rosa Lee Klaneski

Rachel Anne Knauerhase††

Michael V. Kniffin

Beatrice M. Korman

Taulant Kostallari

Sofia A. Kouninis

Jerome A. Lacobelle III

Kimberly Taylor Lau

Andrew Joseph Loin††

Emily Luna

Kelley B. Mantz†

Danielle Lee McGan

Amy L. McIntyre†

Daijah M. McKim

Elyse G. Merrigan

Melissa A. Merritt

Kally Moquete-Gonzalez

Brendan P. Morrison†

John C. Mulcahy

Patrick W. Murphy

Kylie N. Newman

Brianna Lynn Norsworthy

Sauieh Noushin

Leann J. Omo†

Brooke D. Patterson

Alexandre P. Pereira

Alexandria Plante

Shauna M. Post†

Lauren Brittany Rainville

Michael P. Ravalli Jr.

Corrine Mae Redman

Rena N. Reyes

Emma-Lee Rivet†

Alexander J. Rodriguez

Hannah Mae Salvietti

Sara A. Sam-Njogu††

Debra M. Sekol

Nuri Oliver Sherif†

Elizabeth Jordan Simonian

Kathleen D. Smith

Daniel Arthur Steiner

Julia Sudol

Holly Lynn Sullivan

Matti Creighton Tacy

Enrique Jose Tirado

Victoria Clare Torres

Zachary Evan Vargo

Jessica A. Villi

Amanda T. Volpe

Vanessa M. Volpe

Ashlei M. Walsh

Erica C. Weitze

Kaeli Marie Whalley†††

Jaymie Lee White

Brian William Wilson

Chengchen Xu

Samantha E. Yetman-Alacci

Jonathan D. Zunitch

	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude
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DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

Nagham Abdulsattar

Ali Al Juboori

Melak Al Qayyar

Mounir Marwan Awkal

John Gerd Bonanno†

William Scott Bryson

Brittney Leigh Brzoska†

Peyton Olivia Calvao†††

Samantha E. Dodge

Connor Patrick Geddis†

Haley B. Guarriello††

Madison Grace Higgins†

Andy Ho

Kerrin A. Hollis

Maygyul D. Izzatova

David J. Kondratiouk

Giovanny Jean Laguerre

Zachary Albert Lanza

Samira Mawla†

Julia Mello

Margaret Mokan

Kerrie N. Morse

Natalie Njeri Nganga

Tomasz Niewinski

Nduta Njubi

Ellie Rose Ouellette†

Makayla L. Pemberton†

Jenna Leigh-Habana Pilares

Keeanne Raymonde Claire Preval

Shames Radi††

Kristen Helen Riley

Prithvi Thadikonda

Stephanie Lam Tran

Hannah Kathleen Tricarico

DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Brian Buttrick†††

Clara Jayne Davenport†††

Makayla R. Descault†††

Kara Lucia Fhon††

Mary M. Hall††

Michelle A. Kennedy††

Lindsey Marie Kiltonic†††

Rianna Lynn LaFleche†††

Kimberley-Aaliyah Lahens†††

Katy R. Maguire†††

Molly Elaine Manning†††

Ivy Rivers†††

Joseph Anthony Rodriguez††

Anne Caruthers Wepfer†††

Ryan Fred Valente Wolf††

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
School of Law

Heath Durocher Annie E. Sinisgalli
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	 †	 Degree awarded Cum Laude
	 ††	 Degree awarded Magna Cum Laude
	 †††	 Degree awarded Summa Cum Laude

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Ali Al Juboori

Jordan Leigh Baker

Michael Thomas Bannon

Isabella M. Bartolomei

Andrew Christian Chiodi

Trevor Patrick Crawford

Jacob Victor Dino

Connor Patrick Geddis

Lily Eun Gnazzo

James M. Goodnight

Darius N. Grant

Sean Henry Jamieson

Kanani Annette Jacunski

Colby Little

Abigail Elizabeth Lyons

Michaela Aliza Liling McCormick

Cory Joseph Pfau

Trinh T. Pham

Jacqueline N. Ricard

Nicholas S. Ricard

James Samuel Rivera

Noah S. Rust

John E. Thomas

Kyle C. Trockman

Alex R. Will

Alexis T. Woloshchuk

Alexandra R. Zieminski

Valentina M. Blake

Allison Catharina Bruehwiler

Alexi Lynn Carey

Madisyn Elizabeth Crotta

Marykate Drinkwater

Connor G. Dunn

Carlene Jean Dutton

Steven Fedorchak

Kaitlyn M. Feyre

Melanie R. Fialho

Steven Jeffrey Futtner

Peter Thomas Garlick

David Anthony Garro

Daniel MacGregor Hayes

Kyle Charles Holt

Ashley Taylor Iacoviello

Hannah Hazel Jarvis

Mary-Kathleen Meili Jayko

Michael James Kennedy

Timothy J. LaFalam

Elizabeth Anne Mazza

Kristen Ann Proto

Carrine Putnam

Collin James Quinn

Tia Kathleen Raspante

Matthew Reilly

Matthew D. Remillard

Paul J. Villecco

Joseph P. Webber

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Business
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING

Jaclyn Barbato

Lindsey Carolyn Carey

Nathan Eli Carr

Frank William Costa

Timofey V. Dragun

Chris Fortier

Natasha K. Jumba

Emily Helen Lake

Seth Thomas Mascaro

Cameron Graham Morris

Yashkumar Jayeshkumar Patel

Nicholas M. Rivet

Paul F. Santandrea

Theodore W. Schultz

Alexander E. Simms

Revanth Reddy Uppada

Rahul Reddy Varathuru

 MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Engineering

Dominic S. Breen

Ayca Celebi

Anthony DiNoia

Ruthvik Reddy Duvvuru

Maksim Dzyubenko

Zachary Eric Frahlich

Vinith Gajendra

Anthony John Granitto

Marlana J. Haas

Anil Kumar Kotte

Abdul Subhan Mohammed

Krishna Chaithanya Nallamala

Noah Michael Pare

Panambur Rachan Rao

Rohit Raturi

ZeCarlos Gil Roxo

Rohith Reddy Sama

Umairuddin Shaikh

Sandeep Telakunchi

Pavan Yadavalli
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MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Arts and Sciences

Kara G. Adams

Hannah Marie Byrne

Shannon P. Campbell

Annie Nicole Castilla

Edward George Cerwinsky III

Matthew T. Darcy

Gianna Marie Davino

Catherine Augustus DeVoe

Jasmine Roshae Edge

Kristin Nicole Gaudet

Bridget Foley Higgins

Grace Koonce

Hannah Georgette Quinn Lamothe

Rachel E. Leclaire

Madison R. McNinch

Kimberly Amber Morrison

Rachel Jacqueline Muskin

Noor H. Mustafa

Jenna Marie Pedrotti

Mallory Pracella

Malia Pressey-Murray

Lauren Rae

Miriam E. Ramirez

Marite Reyes

Grace B. Smith

Rose Martha Spitzer

Emily Christine Stevens

Ai Jia Tan

Yuri Vanessa Tovar Labrador

Lucia Magali Trama

Le Thao Vy Vo

MASTER OF ARTS

Francesca M. Della Bella

Michael C. Morin Garrity

Christopher J. Kennedy Dieynaba Kida

Dominick Carl Buccitti III

Connor James Moriarty

Victoria W. Muiruri

Makayla L. Pemberton

Alyssa Marie Pompi

Hallie Margaret Robertson

Marzieh Soheili

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences



28

WESTERN NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY  
Alma Mater

Lyrics written by Eugene S. Weaver, Class of 1954
Tune: Beacon Hill, by Harry S. Mason (1881-1964)

This Western New England University alma mater was written by alumnus Eugene S. Weaver ’54  

in a competition to create a “Theme Song for Western New England College.” It was designated  

the official alma mater of the University shortly after the founding of Western New England  

College in 1951. In ensuing years, however, the alma mater was not sung. It was forgotten until 

1997, when Trustee Alfred A. LaRiviere ’51/H’95/H’01 found the music and lyrics in his personal 

archives related to the College. The alma mater was sung by undergraduates of the University 

once again at the December 1997 holiday gathering of the Alumni Association. At that time, 

President Anthony S. Caprio redesignated the “Theme Song for Western New England College,” 

by Eugene S. Weaver ’54, as the University’s official alma mater. It was sung publicly for the  

first time at Commencement 1998.





1215 Wilbraham Road
Springfield, Massachusetts


