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NICOLE BELBIN
(413) 544-3849 | nbelbin@gmail.com  
www.linkedin.com/in/nicole-belbin-aa3648225
Springfield, MA

Education & Bar Memberships___________________________________________
SUNY Center for Professional Development (CPD), Potsdam, NY
Online Teaching certificate, April 2026

Western New England University School of Law, Springfield, MA
Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, May 2020
· Honors: CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Civil Procedure, Lawyering Skills I & II, Employee Benefits, Advanced Legal Analysis I & II, Land Use, and White Collar Crime
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA
Master of Science in Library and Information Science, May 2011
Western New England University, Springfield, MA
Bachelor of Science, summa cum laude, May 2009
Bay Path College, Longmeadow, MA
Associate of Science, summa cum laude, May 2006
Certificate of Advanced Paralegal Studies, May 2006

Bar Memberships:
Federal District Court for the District of Massachusetts, December 2021
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, June 2021
Department of Veterans Affairs accreditation, October 2021
Library & Teaching Experience_________________________________________
Western New England University School of Law, Springfield, MA
Associate Dean for Library and Information Resources/Associate Professor of Law, August 2022–present
· Manages the overall operation of the library, including strategic development and goal setting; hiring, training, and supervising library staff members; budget; collection development and contract negotiation; instruction; research support; information access and discoverability; data collection and statistical reporting; space planning; program development and assessment; and marketing and outreach. 
· Serves on a variety of University and School of Law committees, including the AI Working Group (2026-present); Task Force for Planning the Academic Future of WNE (2025–2026); University Faculty Handbook Committee (2023–2025); School of Law Academic Success Committee (2024–2025); School of Law Curriculum Committee (2025–present); School of Law Planning and Budget Committee (2021–present); School of Law Student Affairs and Orientation Committee (2021–present, chair 2025–2026); Library Services Platform Committee (2021–2024).
· Serves as student advisor and note advisor; coordinates community outreach programs; and tutors students and alumni preparing for the bar exam.
· Teaches one section of Lawyering Skills I & II (2 credits each); Advanced Legal Research in the Age of AI (2 credits); Legal Research Theory and Practice (2 credits). 
Interim Director, August 2021-August 2022
· Ensured the law library fulfilled its stated mission. 
· Monitored and oversaw expenditures for all budgetary line items. Recommended the following year’s budget. 
· Oversaw all programs.
· Supervised, directed, and evaluated the work responsibilities of the staff and encouraged the development of their skills and talents. Participated in recruiting and hiring new law library staff. 
Associate Director, August 2017–August 2021
· Managed day-to-day operations of the library, including hiring, training, and supervising full-time staff and student employees.
· Taught Advanced Legal Research (2 credits) as Adjunct Faculty, Summer 2021–Summer 2022.
Head of Technical Services/Access Services, September 2012–August 2017
· Managed all aspects of Technical Services and Access Services, including hiring, training, and supervising staff in both departments; and handled special projects for the Associate Dean for Library and Information Resources.
Head of Access Services, May 2010–September 2012
· Managed all aspects of Access Services and provided research and reference services to library patrons.
Technical Services Assistant, November 2005–May 2010
· Processed book order requests from librarians and faculty; researched library orders and communicated with vendors to ensure efficiency; and handled additional responsibilities working with the Associate Director on special projects.
Bay Path University, Longmeadow, MA
Adjunct Faculty, 2012–2018
· Taught Legal Research and Writing (3 credits) and Computer-Assisted Legal Research (3 credits) in the traditional undergraduate program and in The American Women’s College and the One Day Program at Bay Path University.
JD Advising, Inc., Lathrup, MI
Tutor, 2022–2023
· Tutored clients on subjects related to the MPRE, the UBE, and all law school courses.

Publications______________________________________________________________
Teaching Students to Question the Numbers, in CRITICAL LEGAL INFORMATION LITERACY: FROM THEORY TO PRAXIS (Yasmin Sokkar Harker & Nicholas Mignanelli, eds., forthcoming).
Do Pass Go: How to Repurpose Existing Games to Teach Students Legal Concepts, in READY OR NOT, HERE THEY COME! USING GAMES IN LEGAL EDUCATION TO ENGAGE NEXT-GEN STUDENTS (Tanya Johnson & Jessica de Perio Wittman, eds., forthcoming).
AIn’t Nothing Like the Real Thing: How Legal Research Programs Can Provide the Needed Safety Rails for Pro Se Litigants Using AI in Litigation, 20 CHARLESTON L. REV. (forthcoming Spring 2026).
Essay, GAmIfication: The Viability of Using GenAI to Create Games to Teach Legal Concepts, 2 JACKSONVILLE UNIV. L. REV. 126 (2026). 
Best Practices for Using AI in Legal Research: A Guide for Non-Lawyers, AALL (2026) (with Laura Moorer, Sara V. Pixon, & Amy Small) (https://www.aallnet.org/lispsis/resources-publications/ai-best-practices/). 
Me, Myself, and (A)I, AF-AM POINT OF VIEW, Mar. 1, 2026, at 7.   
3 Western New England University, in ORGANIZATION STRUCTURES OF ACADEMIC LAW LIBRARIES: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE (Jessica de Perio Wittman & Elizabeth G. Adelman, eds., 2025).
Pathway to a Bright Future: Local Efforts to Increase Diversity in the Legal Profession, AF-AM POINT OF VIEW, Nov. 1, 2024, at 23.
Business Organizations, in MASSACHUSETTS LAW COMPONENT OUTLINES 61 (Geoffrey R. Bok et al. eds., 2023).
Shoveling in a Winter Wonderland: Snow Removal Laws, AF-AM POINT OF VIEW, Feb. 1, 2023, at 23. 
Stepping Up! Proposed and Enacted Changes to Veterans’ Benefits, AF-AM POINT OF VIEW, Feb. 1, 2022, at 23. 
Words Matter: Discouraging Suicide Through the Aid of Legislation, 44 W. NEW ENG. L. REV. 183 (2022).
All By Myself, AF-AM POINT OF VIEW, Sep. 1, 2018, at 23.   
Combining Forces, ALL-SIS NEWSLETTER (Academic Law Libraries-Special Interest Section, American Association of Law Libraries, Chicago, IL.), Fall 2014, at 5.
Fab Labs at the Library: Community 'Makerspaces' Give Access to Cutting-edge Tools, as reprinted in 78 EDUC. DIG. 65 (2013) (with Pat Newcombe).
Fab Labs at the Library, GOVERNMENT TECHNOLOGY, Oct. 2012, at 30 (with Pat Newcombe).
Presentations_____________________________________________________________
From Signals to Strategy: Using GenAI for Strategic Foresight in Law Library Strategic Plans, AALL Virtual Exchange, (forthcoming September 23, 2026) (with June Liebert).
Legal Literacy: Libraries as Justice Hubs, Just Us Movement program, August 20, 2026.
Using AI in Legal Practice Without Crossing Ethical Lines - TECH2100, National Academy of Continuing Legal Education course, June 18, 2026.
AI-Assisted Legal Research and Writing: Best Practices, Emerging Tools, and Professional Judgment, Wickard continuing legal education webinar, March 26, 2026.
Community Educator, Central Connecticut State University, February 19, 2026 (with Desmond Maisonet). 
Mastering GenAI for Student Employee Scheduling, Library Journal AI and Academic Libraries Conference, November 17, 2025 (with Kathy Layer).
The Future of Legal Writing is Now: Everything, Everywhere, All at Once, New England Legal Writing Conference, September 12, 2025 (with Beth Cohen and Jessica Mahon Scoles).
Panelist, AI in Law Schools: What Future Lawyers are Learning about AI, First Circuit Artificial Intelligence Working Group meeting, March 13, 2025.
Evolution of Legal Education through AI Games, Jacksonville University Law Review Symposium, February 28, 2025 (with Scott Devito).
Ain't Nothing Like the Real Thing: How Legal Research Programs Can Provide the Needed Safety Rails for Pro Se Litigants Using AI, Law Librarians of New England Fall Meeting, October 25, 2024.
Digital Literacy: Avoiding Misinformation through Accurate and Reliable Research, WNEU School of Law Mini-Law School, April 2, 2024.
TECH027 - Legal Research in the AI Era, National Academy of Continuing Legal Education course, March 7, 2024.
Engaging with Patrons: Law Library Programs Outside Library Space, NELLCO webinar, June 14, 2023 (with John Moreland and Renu Sagreiya) (https://youtu.be/w6KFFI04h4M?si=dmOglAJH4rX0RJBB).
Tech Services Workflows While Working from Home, Law Librarians of New England Spring Meeting, April 28, 2020 (with Kathy Layer and Raquel Ortiz).
So Happ"E" Together: Sierra and LexisNexis Digital Library, Innovative Law Users Group Annual Meeting, July 16, 2016 (with Kathy Layer).
LibGuides as a Student Worker Resource poster session, American Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting, July 15, 2014.
Managing Up, American Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting, July 13, 2014 (with Pat Newcombe).
Taking Inventory from B.C. (Before Circa) to A.D. (All Done), Innovative Users Group Annual Conference, May 7, 2014.
Create Lists to the Rescue, New England Innovative Users Conference, May 13, 2013.
Create Lists to the Rescue, Innovative Users Group Annual Conference, April 24, 2013.
Professional Activities__________________________________________________
Access Services Conference Program Planning Committee, 2021
American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) 
Member, 2012–present
· Program Committee, 2015–2016
· Vice Chair, Computer Services-Special Interest Section, 2016–2017
· Indexing of Periodical Literature Committee, 2021–2023
· RIPS-SIS Outreach and Mentorship Committee, 2024–present
· AALL Annual Meeting mentor, 2023–2024
American Association of Law Schools (AALS)
Member, 2024–present
· Pro Bono Honor Roll coordinator, 2025–2026
American Bar Association (ABA)
Member, 2021–present
Association of Academic Support Educators (AASE)
Member, 2025–2026
Association of Professional Futurists (APF)
Member, 2025–present
Hampden County Bar Association (HCBA)
Member, 2021–present
Massachusetts Bar Association (MBA)
Member, 2021–present
· Lawyer Referral Services Committee, 2024–present
NELLCO Board of Directors
Member, 2021–present
· Allstar Committee, 2023–2024
Law Librarians of New England (LLNE)
Member, 2012–present
· Service Committee Chair, 2022–present
Society of Academic Law Library Directors (SALLD)
Member, 2024–present
Innovative Law Users Group (ILUG)
Member, 2012–2018
· Treasurer, 2014–2016
Innovative Users Group (IUG)
Member, 2012–2024
· Program Committee, 2013–2014
Legal Experience_________________________________________________________
Law Office of Nicole Belbin, Springfield, MA
Solo Practitioner, June 2021–present
Law Offices of Allyn & Ball, P.C., Holyoke, MA
Legal Intern, August 2018–April 2020
Volunteer Legal Experience____________________________________________
Massachusetts Bar Association's Dial-A-Lawyer program, January 2022–present
Hampden County Bar Association's Legal Help Hotline program, January 2022–present
Court Services Center, Springfield, MA, Summer 2017
Professional Recognition_______________________________________________
AALL Excellence in Community Engagement Award, 2026 (awarded to the Law Library for its Law School for a Day program)
AALS Section on Pro Bono and Access to Justice, Emerging Leader Award, 2025
AALL Excellence in Community Engagement Award, 2024 (awarded to the Law Library for its Intro to Law program with Paulo Freire Charter School)
Military Service__________________________________________________________
United States Marine Corps
Aircraft Maintenance Administrative Clerk, January 1991–June 1992



