
1215 Wilbraham Road  
Springfield, MA 01119-2684 www.law.wne.edu TEL: 413-782-1405 
  FAX: 413-796-2067 
  
  
   

 
OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DEAN  

Students in our full-time JD program, our part-time day program, and our part-time evening 
program who matriculated in fall 2025 or earlier should read these instructions before planning 
or registering for distance learning courses, which we also call online courses.   This letter does 
not pertain to students in our JD Access program.  

Limit of 44 credits in distance learning courses. The ABA limits the number of credits that 
students can earn in distance learning courses to one-half of the total credits a law school 
requires for the JD degree. At Western New England, we require 88 credits to earn the JD so we 
must require that no more than 44 credits be earned in distance learning courses.   

What counts as a distance learning course. A distance learning course is one that meets all or 
predominantly in an online format, whether synchronous or asynchronous.1  If you have taken 
courses that meet mostly in person with a portion of the course online (usually 1/3 or 1/2), the 
ABA says we can count these classes as in-person classes that don’t apply to the cap of 44 
credits.  

If you are unsure whether any other course you have taken or plan to take is considered a 
distance learning course, you can check your course plan page in self-service for the word 
“ONLINE” (in lieu of a room number).  A distance learning course will usually have a section 
number in the 50s. For example, LAW 748-01 is the course number for the in-person section of 
Trusts and Estates (as indicated by the -01 section number) while LAW 748-51 is the online 
section.  If you take an online course at another law school or in our LLM or MBA program, 
those will also count as distance learning courses towards the 44-credit cap.   

Effect of cap on part-time evening students. Part-time evening students will earn at least 10 
credits in required classes that are scheduled to meet online. These students should be 
particularly mindful when planning their electives that a student cannot exceed 44 credits total 
in online classes.  Taking too many online electives early can reduce your flexibility to take them 
later on.    

 
1 Prior to February 9, 2026, the ABA considered any class with over 1/3 of its content online to count as a distance 
learning class.    

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/2026/2026-february-standards-rules-revisions-to-2025-2026-edition.pdf
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Limit of 20 distance learning credits for admission to New York Bar.  It is also important to 
understand that individual states may impose rules that are more restrictive than the ABA’s in 
setting criteria for who is eligible for admission to the bar.  New York is one state that 
does.  New York requires bar applicants to have attended a law school that requires at least 83 
credits to earn the JD, of which only 15 of those credits may be in distance learning courses. 
Because we require 88 credits to earn a JD from Western New England, our students may take a 
total of 20 distance learning credits and still be eligible for admission in New York. Moreover, 
New York counts as a distance learning class any class that meets more than one-third online.  
Thus, for purposes of the New York rule, ALA is counted as an online class even if you take a 
section whose synchronous component (50%) is scheduled to meet in person.  

New York also denies eligibility to applicants who took any distance education credits in the 
first third of their JD program.  For this reason, our part-time evening program does not comply 
with this aspect of the NY Court of Appeals Rules for the Admission of Attorneys.    

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask the Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs.   

(updated March 17, 2026) 

https://nycourts.gov/ctapps/520rules10.htm#3

