WESTERN NEW ENGLAND
: UNIVERSITY WNE
SCHOOL of LAW
March 16, 2026

Dear Returning Students:

This letter contains important information about registration for summer and fall classes. Every student
should review the general instructions in this memo, as well as the special instructions pertaining to your
year and status.

General Instructions

A spreadsheet listing the courses on offer for next year will be posted on the Registrar’s website (the
“Registration and Course Schedules” tab). By the end of the week, these courses will also be loaded into
Self-Service so that you can use the planning feature to preliminary select the courses for which you plan to
register. Though you will be able to see the courses for summer, fall, and spring, only summer and fall
courses will open for registration in April. Spring courses are published to help you plan.

Self-Service is accessed at https://selfservice.wne.edu/student. To log in, use the same user name and
password as your WNE email.

While we make every effort to finalize all details about the schedule before the planning period begins,
there is always that chance that unforeseen circumstances may require adjustments to the schedule. In the
event that changes are required, students will be notified and assisted in making adjustments to their
registration.

Registration will open on Friday, April 17; 9:00 AM for seniors and part-time students, and 2:00 PM for
everyone else. For the fall semester, full-time students must register for between 12 and 16 credits. Part-
time students must register for between 8 and 11 credits.

Courses are available for registration on a first-come, first-serve basis. You will be able to make changes to
your registration through the add/drop period.

All students should register for courses with degree requirements in mind. Degree requirements are listed
here:

1. Successful completion of 88 credits, 64 of which are earned in courses that meet in regularly
scheduled law school classes. Credits earned in independent studies, law review and moot court,
and courses in joint-degree programs do not count towards the 64-credit requirement.

2. Minimum cumulative G.P.A. (grade point average) of 2.30 or above.

3. Successful completion of all required courses: Advanced Legal Analysis I & 11, Business
Organizations, Civil Procedure, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law, Contracts, Evidence,
Introduction to Law, Introduction to the Legal Profession, Lawyering Skills I and II, Professional


https://selfservice.wne.edu/student

Responsibility, Property, and Torts. In addition, students must take either Legislative and
Administrative Process or Income Tax.

Successful completion of 6 experiential learning credits (LAWE).

Successful completion of two designated writing courses (LAWW)).
Note that some electives are offered simultaneously as both a LAWW (writing) and
LAWE (experiential learning) course. These courses will count towards either
requirement, but not both. Please register for the section that corresponds to the
requirement you wish to satisfy.

Successful completion of one course that addresses anti-racism and cultural competency

(LAWA), for students who started their law degree in fall of 2023 or later.
Note that electives offered as LAWWA and LAWEA will count towards both the ARCC
requirement and either the writing (LAWWA) or experiential learning (LAWEA)
requirement.

Successful completion of 20 hours of pro bono law.

A student may not take more than 44 credits in online J.D. classes. An online class is one that
meets all or predominantly online. (Note that some jurisdictions have additional requirements for
students to be eligible to sit for the bar. Of note, New York limits online credits to 20 and counts
a class as an online class if it meets more than 1/3 online.)

Students must be in good standing, with a GPA of 2.3 or higher.

Special Instructions for Full-Time Students.

Instructions for full-time students heading into their second year:

You may take classes in either the day or evening, whichever time and semester suits your schedule.
Plan to take at least these three required classes at some point during your second year, whether fall
or spring: Business Organizations, Evidence, and either LAP or Tax. Tax will be offered during the
day in the fall. LAP will be offered twice in the spring—one section in the day and one in the
evening. Business Organizations and Evidence will be offered in the evening in the fall and in the
day in the spring.

LAP (Legislative and Administrative Process) is recommended for students interested in statutes
and regulations, or who expect to encounter statutes and regulations in their law practice. You can
certainly take both LAP and Tax. The first one you take will count towards the requirement and the
second will count as a regular elective.

Many full-time 2Ls also find it helpful to take Professional Responsibility in their second year. This
course will be offered in the fall (day) and spring (evening).

Be mindful of the upper-level requirements for writing (LAWW), Experiential Learning (LAWE),
and antiracism/cultural competency (LAWA, LAWWA, and LAWEA). You certainly don’t have to
finish these requirements in your second year, but it’s a good idea to start them and not defer them
entirely to your third year.

Instructions for full-time students heading into their third year:

Prioritize any required classes you have not yet taken.



If you are planning a May 2027 graduation, you must also register for ALA I. ALA is a four-credit
class each semester. Each week, it will meet for two hours in a scheduled class and will have 2
hours of asynchronous content. There are four sections of ALA each semester. Evening students
will have first priority to enroll in evening sections of ALA. Full-time students can enroll in either
day section or in open spots in evening sections.

Students who are planning December graduation due to change in status or leave of absence: plan to
register for ALA in your final two semesters. This will mean taking ALA II before ALA I, which is
fine to do.

Other information for full-time students:

Full-time load is considered between 12-16 credits. If you take fewer than 12 credits, you’ll be
converted to part-time status. If you take more than 16, you’ll need the associate dean’s permission
for the overload, and you’ll be billed extra for the credits exceeding 16.

Take the number of credits that keep you on track to graduate with credits loads not exceeding 16.
For a full-time student who takes a regular load their 1L year (31 credits) the average number of
credits to take in the four remaining semesters is 14.25.

It is not necessary to take classes in the summer. Summer classes are offered primarily to help part-
time evening students, who have limited time slots during the fall and spring, stay on track to
graduate. That said, if you are interested in taking summer classes, you are eligible to do so. Note
that the cost of summer classes is not included in tuition for full-time students; it’s an extra charge.
See here.

Special Instructions for Part-time Students

Instructions for part-time day students

Part-time day students going into their second year must register for Criminal Law in the fall. It is
recommended to take at least one of the following: Business Organizations, Evidence, and LAP or
Tax. You are welcome to take these and other classes in either day or evening time slots.
Part-time load is considered 8 to 11 credits. If you take more than 11 credits, you’ll be billed as a
full-time student.

Please see the instructions below about summer credits; these pertain to you as well.

Instructions for part-time evening students going into their second year

For the fall semester, we will register you for the following required courses: Business
Organizations, Evidence, and Constitutional Law. Business Organizations and Evidence will be
offered in person on Mondays and Wednesday; Constitutional Law is online Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

Instructions for part-time students going into their third year

As you register for fall, make sure you have a realistic plan to complete all remaining requirements,
including the writing (LAWW), Experiential Learning (LAWW), and antiracism/cultural
competency (LAWA, LAWWA, and LAWEA) in the semesters you have left.

Make sure that you are saving enough online credits for your final year.


https://wne.edu/law/cost-and-aid/juris-doctor.cfm

Instructions for part-time students going into their fourth year

For part-time students with a December 2026 or May 2027 graduation, you must also register for
ALA 1. ALA is a four-credit class each semester. Each week, it will meet for two hours in a
scheduled class and will have 2 hours of asynchronous content. There are four sections of ALA each
semester.

o Note: some sections of ALA are entirely online, /2 synchronous session and 2
asynchronous. Others are 2 in person, and '% asynchronous online. Only the sections that
are entirely online will count as an online class towards the limit of 44 online credits (note
that all sections count as online for purposes of the NY bar’s limit of 20 online credits).

Evening students will have first priority to enroll in evening sections of ALA. To claim your
priority, you should complete this form. You will then be registered for the section you have chosen
and will not register yourself for ALA.

Instructions for part-time students regarding summer credits

For all part-time students, summer credits, up to 10 total, are built into the tuition you pay for fall
and spring semesters. Those 10 credits can be spread out over your three summers however you
want. You also don’t have to take all 10. Taking some summer credits makes it easier to schedule
your coursework in future fall and spring semesters and to stay on track to earn 88 credits over 4
years.

By rule you are limited to 2 courses per summer. This is because the summer session is about half as
long as the spring and fall semesters. A load of 4 or 5 credits in the summer will feel like a load of
8 credits feels in the fall and spring.

Before registering for summer courses, students should consult the academic calendar and confirm
their availability for the entire summer semester, including the examination period. If you have
planned travel that conflicts with the summer semester, wait on taking summer credits.

If you have a question about the registration process that is not addressed here, please contact Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs Erin Buzuvis at ebuzuvis@law.wne.edu, or the Law Registrar at
tchenier@law.wne.edu, or your faculty advisor.

Sincerely,
\\q__. (é“ﬁ(‘\—' Taear . Chemiie
Erin Buzuvis, Associate Dean Terese M. Chenier, Law School

Registrar
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